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Little Bit

Brother and
sister
taking a walk
in a typical
village
neighborhood
in Chiapas.

Dear Mission Friends:
Paraphrasing the words of St.
Thomas Aquinas, Fr. Antoninus
Wall, O.P. once said, “Since we
are limited creatures, existing in
space and time...we cannot love
with the universality of divine
love. We cannot, for example,
effectively feed all the hungry
humans in the world. But
affectively, we can prepare our
hearts to share whatever...we
have.” Surely we cannot even
effectively feed all the hungry
humans in our mission areas,
but we prepare our hearts with
love and we do what we can.
Your
contributions—which
range from monthly to one-time
donations, from thousands to a
few dollars—all help to support
the troubled areas that we have
chosen to assist within our own
power and limitations. The
primary purpose
of our
newsletters is to keep you
abreast of our specific projects
and ministries and their
progress due to your “effective
love,” your selflessness.

Our missions currently include
Ayene, Equatorial Guinea; Mosul,
Iraq; the outskirts of Alaska;
Rabinal, Guatemala; Mexicali,
Mexico; and, also in Mexico, the
world’s largest parish and our
oldest mission, that of OcosingoAltamirano in Chiapas.
Some of you ask that your funds
be applied to the greatest current
need; others designate them for a
particular missionary or project
that is close to your heart. Either
way, please know that your
requests are honored and that we
are in turn honored that you put
your trust in us. Know that we
make a lot of noise until we are
sure that funds get into the right
hands as expeditiously and as
directly as possible. Know too
that we keep the office running
“close to the belt” — besides our
director, Fr. Martin Walsh, O.P.,

there are only two of us, Nancy
Keating and I, working alternate
days and bringing lunch and
supplies from home. Like you,
we do what we can. And also
like you, I’m sure, we have
difficult days, wondering what
it’s all about. We are frustrated
by the apparent lack of progress
and the corruption and greed,
sadness and persecution and
poverty, which only seem to be
growing around the world. The
results of our ministries are
often seen only immediately
and in the short term (providing
cases of diapers or hot meals);
or are intangible, providing only
the hope of long term outcomes
(scholarships, catechesis, Bible
translations); or require lots of
volunteer time, blood, sweat,
and tears to develop or build
(wells for water, chapels,
schools).
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Fr. Pedro
Barrera,
O.P.,
pastor of
San Juan
Bautista
in San
Cristobal,
Chiapas.

But then comes a day like the one
last October when Fr. Martin
received the elated message from
Fr. Pedro Barrera, O.P. in Chiapas:
“Estamos a días de recibir la
camioneta. GRACIAS !!!!” (“We
are days from receiving the new
car. THANKYOU!!!!”) A few
days later, he sent a picture of
himself signing the contract at the
car dealership and another standing
by the car. He wrote, "I just went
over the mountains to Tuxtla City,
the capital of Chiapas, to receive
the new car. We are very happy.”
Even now, several months later,
when I’m talking to Fr. Martin on
the phone and he brings up the
subject of the car we were able to
help acquire for the parish in San
Cristobal, I can hear in his voice
that he is grinning from ear to ear.
Fulfilling countless
needs,
immediate and long term, the
car is reliable; it is rugged; and it
is red! Those in even the most
remote, almost impossible-toreach villages will be able to see it
coming around each treacherous
bend, providing joyful moments
of hope and anticipation.

Besides the towns themselves,
the parish is home to the Tzotzil
Indians, the poorest and most
oppressed people of Mexico,
who live in numerous remote
villages
located
in
the
surrounding
jungles
and
mountains, which often reach
7,000 feet and are accessible
only by winding, rugged trails.
Chiapas has long been a state
torn apart by political and
cultural conflicts and religious
persecution, but the effects last
much longer and are more
deeply felt in its remote,
difficult-to-access, marginalized
mountain villages which still
receive no aid from the Mexican
government.
The over-arching principle of
the
Dominican
Mission
Foundation is that spreading
Christ’s values and teachings
and providing a structure for
Catholic faith expression can
help vulnerable and suffering
communities stand strong in their
struggle for respect, justice, and
equality. Indeed, faith can be a
constant source of strength,
helping to protect and advance
one’s own human dignity and

equal place in this world, which
in turn leads to self-respect,
self-reliance,
and
positive
contributions to their families
and communities, whereby
improved living conditions are
facilitated and the path toward
justice is paved.
In Chiapas, we seek to bring the
Gospel to the villages and to
keep it alive on a rotating
schedule. Besides celebrating
Mass and the Sacraments, we
supervise
faith
education
classes and provide counseling;
we also interview and train
qualified catechists; we observe
and evaluate their performance
as well as that of established
catechists; we meet with
community representatives to
assess the health of the local
Church, discussing problems
they face and opportunities they
have for solving them; and we
search for optimal ways to bring
villages together in their faith
expression and to create a
widening sense of community,
making more efficient use of
our limited time and resources.
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Several months ago Fr. Pedro
began dreaming of a new car—
a reliable vehicle that would be
sturdy enough to handle the
difficult terrain and large
enough to transport as many
supplies and ministers as
possible to fulfill parishioners’
needs until our return trip.
He found and applied for a
“Reliable Vehicle” grant project
being offered by the Lynch
Family Foundation, a small
foundation
that
supports
primarily Catholic organizations
who, like us, are proclaiming
Gospel values and witness to
our faith throughout the world.
According to their mission
statement, they “place a priority
on the projects of organizations
...which support those who
work in union with our Holy
Father and the teachings of the
Roman Catholic Church. Most
of the projects they undertake
involve entities that operate
outside the financial realm of
any diocese. Few, if any, rely
on government or public monies
...applicants are encouraged to
seek matching or collaborative
funding.”
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After reviewing our application,
they wrote to us, “We have
prayerfully considered this request
and, amidst the other urgent
requests we are receiving, have
acted with prudence and care to the
greatest extent possible. Our
foundation has approved a
collaborative grant in the amount
of $9,000. (Such a grant is paid
when it is demonstrated that the
remaining funds to complete the
project [coming from us] have
been
promised
and
set
aside.) Thank you for sharing the
“Reliable Vehicle” project for
missionary work with us several
months ago and for the chance to
partner with you in mission. These
uncertain times bring about an
increased faith and trust in our God
who loves us. May God see us
through these crises and bring us
closer to His peace.”
As the Lynch Family Foundation
is grateful to us, we are grateful to
them and others like them who
believe, as we do, in providing a
“hand up” rather than a “hand
out.” It was only through our
collaboration with them for that
seed money that we were able to
buy the new car, which has
already made numerous trips up
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and down the rugged mountains,
bestowing such
tools
of
nourishment as seeds for
planting, animals for breeding,
yarns for weaving, nurses for
healing, and the Eucharist for
the life of the soul. And it was
only with the help of you, our
mission friends, that the
collaboration was even possible.
In peace and gratitude,
Lesley Warnshuis

Above, left, a little girl playing
outside her village house;
above right, typical sleeping
quarters; above, children wanting
their picture taken before saying
goodbye to the old car.
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Let us remember the zest and fervor for life in these wonderfully expressive faces of villagers in Chiapas
the next time we miss a meal or “have nothing to wear” or have to wait a few minutes for more hot water.

Marie Smith: A Lifetime of Preparing Her Heart

Marie Smith, a longtime friend and volunteer to several local Catholic orders, including
the Dominicans, died in December 2020 at the age of 95 in her home in Yorba Linda.
Born in Massachusetts where she earned her BA, assembled fuel tanks during World
War II, and married and had two sons, she became a teacher and a social worker there.
After moving to northern California, she completed her MA in social work at UC
Berkeley. Never content to sit back and relax, she filled any available hours helping in
her beloved Catholic community wherever she saw the need. Soon she was initiating
her own fundraising projects, many for our Dominican Mission Foundation and
particularly for the dire needs of the poor in our Chiapas mission. From selling brunch
items after Masses (with “only freshly-squeezed OJ”) to offering cooking classes to
organizing wine auctions and her son Mark Miller’s cookbook sales, the results of
Marie’s efforts were instrumental in Chiapas, bringing a clean water supply to the
remote villages and building a pediatric wing onto the mission hospital. In later years
her own personal donations to our missions in Chiapas, Rabinal, and Mexicali and, as
she would insist, the power of prayer, made a huge difference and were tangibly felt by
those we serve. In spite of living in severe discomfort her last few years, she
remembered and told great stories from her active past and always had a new joke or
two to tell. I will miss our phone calls. Thank you, Marie, for a lifetime of all your
unique, creative, constructive ways of giving of yourself. I know you’re resting in peace.

Below, Marie celebrating the opening of the
pedi. wing with a grateful nurse and beloved
Fr. Joe Asturias; below left, selling coffee
after Mass; below right, a sister in the wing
with festive balloons, new cribs
and happy patients.

Mission Appeals are back, sort of...
If you are in the area,
please come and hear our director,
Fr. Martin Walsh, O.P., preach.
July 10-11:
July 24-25:
*Aug. 7-8:
Aug. 21-22:

St. Dominic, San Francisco
Corpus Christi, Fremont
Nativity, Torrance
Good Shepherd, Pittsburg

Dates to be decided:

*Our Lady of the Rosary, Paramount
*pre-recorded sermon

